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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application. 

Listing of Claims: 



1 (currently amended): A method for releasing a product underdevelopment, the 
method comprising: 

storing in memory a first association between a first version (h e r e inafter "curr e nt 
v e rs i on") of a component of the product and a first time (h e r ei nafter "future t i ck") selected 
from periodically recurring times in future; 

storing in memory a second association between a second version of the 
component and a second time selected from periodically recurring times in future: and 

ident i fying a version (her ei nafter "roloas o version") of tho component as be i ng 
ava i lab l e for ro l oaso, using the associat i on and a time (horo i naftor "most rocont t i ck") that 
occurr e d most r e cent l y i n past, from among p e r i odica ll y r e curr i ng t i mes 

identifying one of said versions as a release version, by using said associations and 
depending on whichever one of said times occurred most recently in the past . 

2 (currently amended): The method of Claim 1 wherein: 

the release version is different from th e current the second version i f th e future t i ck 
if the second time is yet to occur. 
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3 (currently amended): The method of Claim 1 further comprising: 

the release version is the curr e nt first version if the future t i ck i s tho most r e c e nt tick 
first time occurred most recently in the past, from among perlodicallv recurring times . 

4 (currently amended): The method of Claim 1 further comprising: 

on passage of said futur e t i ck (h e ro i naftor "past t i ck"), first time, storing in memory 
another association, of said firet version with a third time in future (h e ro i naftor "noxt t i ck") 
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that is scheduled to occur immediately after said past t i ck, first time, among the periodically 
recurring times. 

5 (original): The method of Claim 1 wherein the association is stored in a record of 
a database. 

6 (currently amended): The method of Claim 1 further comprising: 

storing an identity of a person responsible for development of th e curr e nt each 
version. 

7 (currently amended): The method of Claim 1 wherein the component comprises 
software, the method further comprising: 

storing an address of th e curr e nt each version. 

8 (original): The method of Claim 1 wherein the component comprises software, the 
method further comprising: 

copying the software to a central location of storage of other components. 



9 (currently amended): The method of Claim 1 further comprising: 
storing an identity of a bug that has been fixed in th e curr e nt each version. 

10 (original): The method of Claim 1 further comprising: 
storing a label of the component used in a version control system. 
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1 1 (currently amended): The method of Claim 1 further comprising: 

storing an indicator (also oa ll od "staging timo") of when the current first version is 
associated with the futur e t i ck first time . 

12 (currently amended): The method of Claim 1 further comprising: 

storing for the curr e nt first version an identity of a release of all components in 
which the curr e nt first version is to be included. 
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13 (currently amended): The method of Claim 12 wherein: 
the release is predetermined to occur subsequent to a t i me (horoinaftor "m ile stone 
t i ck") so l oct e d from one of the periodically recurring times selected to be a milestone time . 



14 (currently amended): The method of Claim 13 wherein: 

sa i d future t i ck i s on e of a p l ural i ty of ticks pr i or to tho milostono t i ck- 
said first time is one of a plurality of times prior to said milestone time. 

15 (currently amended): The method of Claim 1 further comprising: 
receiving said futur e t i ck first time and an identification of said first version via a 

graphical user interface. 



16 (currently amended): The method of Claim 1 further comprising: 
storing an association of a unique identifier with the curr e nt first version. 



17 (currently amended): The method of Claim 16 further comprising: 
receiving the unique identifier from a person responsible for development of the first 
version. 



18 (original): The method of Claim 1 wherein: 
said periodically recurring times occur once a week. 



19 (currently amended): The method of Claim 18 wherein: 
each tick time in the periodically recurring times occurs on a predetermined day 
selected from a group consisting of Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. 
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20 (currently amended): The method of Claim 18 wherein: 

each tiek time in the periodically recurring times occurs on Wednesday. 
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21 (currently amended): The method of Claim 1 wherein sa i d curr e nt v e rs i on i s 
horoinaftor "first vers i on", tho m e thod further comprising : 

stor i ng in m e mory anoth e r assoc i at i on b e tw ee n anoth e r v e rsion (h e r ei naft e r 
"s e cond v e rs i on") of th e compon e nt and sa i d futur e tick; 

wh e r e in aft e r th e futur e t i ck after the second time has occurred, said second 
version is identified as the release version. 

22 (currently amended): The method of Claim 21 further comprising: 
storing a fifst third association of a first identifier with the first version; and 
storing a s e cond fourth association of a second identifier with the second version. 

23 (currently amended): The method of Claim 21 wherein: 

said storing of anoth e r second association is performed prior to said futur e tick 
second time. 



24 (currently amended): The method of Claim 21 wherein: 
said storing of a noth e r second association is performed subsequent to said futur e 
tick second time only as an exception. 

Claim 25 (canceled). 

26 (original): A computer readable storage medium encoded with software 
instructions to perform the method of Claim 1 when executed by a computer. 

27 (original): A signal embedded in a carrier medium and encoded with software 
instructions to perform the method of Claim 1 when executed by a computer. 

28 (currently amended): A computer programmed to track each component of a 
product under development, the computer comprising: 
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memory holding a first version of a component and a first time (h e r ei naft e r "t i ck") 
that is one of several periodically recurring times in future, at memory locations addressed 
by a data structure; 

first means for determining from current time, a second time (h e r e inaft e r "most 
r e c e nt t i ck") that occurred most recently in the past, from among periodically recurring 
times; and 

second means coupled to the first means to receive therefrom the most r e c e nt t i ck 
second time and coupled to the memory to receive therefrom on e or mor e pa i rs (of v e rs i on 
f ^ and tick) data addressed by the data structure, the second means identifying a vers i on 
(h e re i nafter "roloaso v e rs i on") the first version as being available for release if the tiok 
pa i r e d to th e r el eas e v e rs i on first time matches the most r e c e nt t i ck second time . 

29 (currently amended): The computer programmed as in Claim 28 wherein: 
said memory also holds an identity of a person responsible for development of said 
first version, an address of the first version, an identity of a bug that has been fixed in the 
first version, a label of the component used in a version control system for the first version, 
an indicator of when the first version is associated with the tick, and an identity of a release 
of all components in which the first version is to be included. 
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